Milek’s Minute September 11, 2008  World Trade Center
The pride of New York in the seventies was the World Trade Center.  Two Towers highlighting the New York skyline at the entrance to New York harbor. On a troop 229 outing to the Statue of Liberty we all took pictures of the new buildings in all their glory.  

In December of 1991 the troop made another excursion to the Statue of Liberty where we included the stop at the World Trade Center observation Deck. It was preplanned to arrive late in the afternoon so we would get the views both in the daylight and the nighttime. From the observation deck we were able to see the skyline and the harbor in all 4 directions.  The windows had the skyline etched in them so we could tell where the Empire State Building, bridges, and other places of interest were. Who knows how many pictures we took in how many directions.  I wanted to send you those pictures today so you could see green and yellow neckerchiefs at the World Trade Center. I will find them, but the troop was there and is a part of its history.
Those of us who were alive on September 11, 2001 watched TV that morning were immersed in something totally unbelievable.  Our hearts went out to victims and how could anything like this happen outside of a movie. 

Life stopped for all of us that morning.  Schools closed, offices closed, and roads were closed so they could bring victims to hospitals like Stony Brook.  Unfortunately victims did not get to  hospitals. Everyone went home to watch and try to figure out the who and the why.  We still can’t do that. There was a change that day. America will not be the same. We were vulnerable to attack. Anything could happen anyplace.  We see it now when we travel and when we go to sporting events.  We are all electronically searched an under suspicion. 
There was a new wave of patriotism. We flew our flags even on non-holidays.  We showed national pride in bumper stickers and T shirts. We were on fire for America and showed our attackers we were not defeated. 
That spirit seemed to have faded over the years.   Today is the best day to rekindle that American pride.  To get America back on its feet and show the rest of the world we are the best country in the world and should be the example to the entire world as “What’s the Best Country? “

Tonight we have to remember those that gave their lives because they lived in a free country. We have to rededicate ourselves to America. We have to make that 229 spirit become the “Spirit of America.”

God continue to Bless America

Celebrate Life

Yours in Scouting

Al Milek 
