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The other night I attended a Kayak meting where the guest speaker was the ranger from a local state park.  His talk was about the Leave No Trace movement.  We have all learned over the years about packing out what you packed in while hiking, camping, kayaking, hunting and anything else you may do in the outdoors.  It is a movement by environmentalist to keep the forest clean of our garbage.  To keep the woods a pristine place so that those after us can enjoy the outdoors as much as we did.  Slogans such as “leave nothing but footprints” and “pack out what you pack in” have been made commonplace by their efforts.

As a scout leader I try to promote this kind of thinking.  It always appeared to be quite difficult when car camping with scouts because we seemed to generate a lot of garbage. It is always important to try to eave any campsite better than how we find it.  The clean up always seems to get sloppy at the end of the weekend because most of us are tired and just want to go home.  Bad weather makes this task even more difficult because there is a tendency to rush out and pack quickly.  Sometimes we leave things behind that we do not want to leave behind. There really is not any excuse for leaving behind a tent peg or a piece of rope. The patrol leaders and SPL have to make sure a campsite is fully inspected before anyone leaves.  It is not fair for the last car to have to pick up the pieces.

But leave no trace goes a step beyond the occasional tent peg or piece of rope. We learned that we are now supposed to strain the wash pans of the food particles before dumping the dish water. That we are not supposed to leave rope marks on trees.  Cleaning up the campsite is more than picking up the candy wrappers and bringing back food waste. It’s about leaving our campsites better than we found it.

If the troop wants to be invited back to a site we will have to be more respectful of the outdoors and leave things better than we found it. 

There is another issue with human waste and its consequences while primitive camping.  I have not yet come to grips with it yet.
There is a PLC camping trip coming up and it may be a good time to learn the basics of Leave No Trace so it can be a policy for the whole troop in the future.  Those campsites are there for us to use because troops before us took the responsibility to protect the environment.  It is now our turn

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek
