Milek’s Minute May 28, 2009   Canoeing Rocks
Hello Hello

Sorry I missed a meeting.  Will try to keep up with your calendar

So the float trip this year is on the Nissequogue, Great!  It gives all of you a chance to get in Canoes.  

One of the first things you learn about a canoe is that IT Rocks.  People who are hyperactive find that out right away.  When you get into the canoe you have to keep it steady or it rocks.  And if it rocks too much you rock over. Not always a pleasant experience. So the lesson is to keep the boat evenly weighted.  If both paddlers lean too much on one side the side you are all wet.
I have had several incidences where rocks and canoes do not get along very well.  Maybe not on the Nissequogue but on other rivers you have to watch that you don’t hit the rocks or even worse get pushed into one by the current. On one particular trip I told a beginner to watch out for rocks. She did.  She told me when we were about to hit one that there was a rock.  The point was to look ahead far enough so the person steering the boat in the back (stern) could steer away from the rock or any other object. 

One of my memorable moments of canoeing was on the Delaware River where one of the canoes got caught in the rapids and we had to go out in the middle of the river and rescues the two scouts.  Then the problem was how we get the canoe out of there.  The canoe was trapped between two rocks and had the water pushing it in the middle and the bottom of the aluminum canoe was actually starting to fold. We got back to the campsite that day and it bothered me a little that we had lost a canoe and would have to pay for the boat.  So I went down to the scene of the incident and there was the canoe still tying to hold back the river jammed between two rocks.  I got down in waist deep water and thought I could jiggle the boat off the rocks.  I learned a lot about water pressure that evening and grew a sense of respect for water.  Now when I see pictures of floods I can feel for these people.  Water is more than what is in a swimming pool. It can be dangerous.  We did finally get that boat out of the river and avoided paying for thee boat. Not sure how much they used that boat afterwards though.  It was pretty banged up. 
So stay safe. Stay together and be sure to use some sun screen, the boat trip is often our first exposure to the sun. 

Don’t rock my boat

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

Celebrate Life

