Milek’s Minute   March 28, 2008   Geocaching 101
Hello Hello

I know I am a little bit early for Hobby night but I been thinking about this one for a while.  It may not even be a hobby but I would consider it a new sport. I for one am hooked on it.  In scouting we did some orienteering and we learned much about compasses and finding our way. For Christmas I received a hand held GPS.  This one does not give directions but can.  It’s a new tool and it could put compasses out of date but they warn you to take a compass and map with you when you go.

Geocaching (pronounced geo cashing) is when you use a GPS to find something.  In their website there are a great number of hidden caches that you can find, many even in the Selden area. You look up a cache and you enter the coordinates latitude and longitude in minutes and 3 decimals. It pretty much can pinpoint anyplace in the world within around 4 feet.   So the object is to go out and find this hidden thing.  Some are only what is called micro caches and all you do is write your geo name on a piece of paper and log it in.  Others have hidden things in it that when you find it you trade for something else.  So far I have found four of the sign-in ones but haven’t found anything with objects in them.  There area about three that I did not take the time to loiter around in places to find the objects but I haven’t given up.

This is a kind of fun thing to do and you really feel great when you find your target. The downside is the initial expense of a hand held GPS that does not help your parents find Baiting Hallow. If any of you have one and are into geocaching, email me and we can exchange stories.

Hope you all enjoyed your ski trips and are working hard on your family life merit badges.

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

