Milek’s Minute June 5, 2008  Pancakes /Pancakes

Hello Hello

Welcome to troop 229’s Open House.
I am going to share with you some of scouting experiences and things learned.

Last week I talked about Outdoor Cooking and I guess I had food on my mind. Among the food I enjoy one of them is pancakes. Haven’t had any in a while and this morning I decided to make pancakes for my wife.  Not a problem for me.  I am mixing the batter and I put one egg in according to the recipe and then I went to put the eggs away and saw there was only one left.  What are we going to do with “One Egg?”  So I put the other egg in the batter and saved the refrigerator space. 

The batter came out a little thin and the first pancakes out of the pan came out a little on the dark side.  This is unusual for me because I get impatient and the first couple of pancakes are made with a not hot enough pan. I made the appropriate adjustments and the pancakes came out pretty good.

This reminded me of a long time ago.  I was a first class scout and my outdoor skills were getting good.  I was made a patrol leader of the panther patrol of Troop 250 of my old home town. Even though my outdoor skills were getting sharp I was pretty new at being a leader and did not having the administration skills. My first couple of campouts as a patrol leader were going pretty well except somehow the panthers always forgot their spatula. Why would I want to pack that?  We had the frying pan and the pancake mix and the syrup.  Breakfast was going to be great. Right? Well every other patrol was using their spatulas so we had to make do.  Yep we learned how to make flapjacks. With a little extra oil and a hot pan, we got good at it. But eventually the patrol leader remembered to bring the spatula. There are some tough lessons in leadership but that is how we learn.

Haven’t tried flapjacks in a while but it is fun. Maybe you guys can try it at the Mattituck beach weekend. We did it on an outdoor fire so we did not have to worry about getting pancake batter on the ceiling. 

For the sake of an old scoutmaster,  Give it a try.

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek
