Milek’s Minute June 12, 2008 Flag Day at Olympics
Hello Hello

In addition to Saturday being the troop Olympics it is also Flag Day. We celebrate Olympics to show strength and endurance of our bodies and route for our country.  Everyone wants to be the strongest and the fastest and wants to claim their country is the best.  And why not? For some who participate it’s to become a champion, to others it’s the honor of representing your country no matter where you place at the finish.

For some of us we never get rid of that urge to be competitive and compete against the best.   I myself after my heart transplant heard about the transplant games and had to sign up.  My original intention was to clean up in some events by winning my age group.  Lack of training and some health concerns and I had to back off a little on my ambitions.  I am still intent to compete but for the sake of being in the competition I am now planning on participating.  I want to set the example to achieve to other transplant recipients.  I also want to be part of the message to the rest of the country that there is a need for donation of organs and they can do great things for other people. Finishing first is not the priority but participating and having fun is. To let people know we can celebrate life to its fullest.

Not all of you are strong and fast but should be excited about participating in the troop Olympics.  If the events are by patrols it the patrol spirit that really counts. It is a lot similar to the when we route for our countrymen in the Olympics.  Win or lose they represent their sport and their country. 

So it is with our flag. It is a symbol of our country.  The country we are proud to be a part. We should salute the flag with authority and hold our county in its highest honor. It is Flag Day raise that flag and stand tall.
Scout Salute!    

Celebrate Life

Yours in Scouting,

Al Milek 

