Milek’s Minute July 9, 2009  Hats Off Heads Bowed
Hello Hello

Hats Off heads bowed is a pretty standard phrase for those of us who have attended summer camp and camporees.  It is a reverence toward God and toward our country when we remove our hats out of respect. For some reason it seems to be a little old fashion now that just about everyone wears a cap of some sort.  The act seems to be forgotten. Like we do not know what is supposed to be done. It seems like when baseball caps started to be warn backwards we forgot we had a hat.
I used to tell the scouts at summer camp not to wear their hats to meals as we had to take them off anyway and many times they got left behind.  We should wear our hats at the flag ceremonies but somehow I did not think at the time it was worth bringing them.  That is up to your scoutmaster.

When we wear our full uniform we are supposed to wear our hats.  We should have our hats on when we do the scout salute for the pledge of allegiance and the National Anthem. When you are not in uniform when you say the pledge or the National Anthem is sung you are supposed to remove your hat and hold it over your heart. When you pray you should always remove your hat. 

Twice in the last two weeks I caught myself with the hat on. Once at a restaurant and we were saying grace.  I quick pulled my hat off and put it on the table.  Last week we were in Boston for the fourth of July and they started the program with the National Anthem.  I took off my hat and put it over my heart and about 3 other people standing around did the same thing.  My guess was they had been scouts.  But whatever it was we seem to be missing that beat.

God Bless America

Hats off Heads Bowed

A scout is Reverent

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

Celebrate Life

