Milek’s Minute July 30, 2009 Yawgoog Merit Badges
Hello Hello

It is that time of year again when I feel required to remind everybody to be prepared for their merit badges while at Camp Yawgoog.

Now is the time to decide what merit badges you want to earn during summer camp.

Remember you want to do some work on your advancement and have fun too.

The first step is to get the list of merit badges off the Yawgoog.org web site.  Look at which ones you want to earn and when they are given.  You do not want to get excited about 2 merit badges and find out both are given at the same time. 

Once you decide which merit badges you want you should buy the book now and read it through.  Even if you cannot get the merit badge book at the scout store or the library, at least read the requirements and find out what is expected of you.  If any of the badges require a composition or something that takes extra time try to do it before camp. Some badges have extra requirements that are easier done at home.  These little steps will save you a lot of precious time at camp. 

If there are other things you need such as letters from your scoutmaster that you attended campouts or hikes you should not wait till you are at camp and in a hurry to get to a class before asking him to write a note.  

As in past Milek’s Minutes I have suggested attempting to do Environmental Science at home before camp. It takes a lot of time and that you may not have.  It is disappointing to work long and hard on a merit badge and come home with only a partial. Also Lifesaving Merit Badge takes up two classes but it is worth it because it is difficult to line up a pool or a counselor after camp. If you need it, Do It.  One other new merit badge to me is the Wilderness First Aid.  Summer camp may be the best place to get it.  If you have any plans to do a Philmont, a high Adventure or a Jamboree in the future put that one on your to do list.

The message tonight is to Plan Ahead and Be Prepared.  Whatever the merit badge 
know about it before you go about it.

Be Prepared

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek
