Milek’s Minute  July 31, 2008  Yawgoog Memories

The first time I passed through the gate at Yawgoog Scout reservation was during the summer of 1974.  I do not know if Troop 229 was the first troop to spend the week there but I am sure we were one of the first. I had been to other scout camps but somehow this one was special.  That year we were camped in Sandy Beach.  I thought that place was super.  The food in the mess hall was the best ever and I don’t think it has been any better since.  I remembered we had crabmeat for lunch on Friday.
I fell in love with the lake.  We could canoe practically everywhere. In 1974 Phillips Island was open for anyone anytime the boats were open.  There was a teepee on the island which gave us something to explore, They may have had the Indian Lore merit badge there. In later years Phillips Island was closed completely so it could grow over. 

There was no sailing center and no Kayaks but rowing and canoeing were still an adventure for us.

One of my biggest memories of Yawgoog was the year we won troop of the week.  We were at Don Dewing and we participated in all the events and won some. On the day we were to leave we learned we were troop of the week and would lead Camp Three Point in the parade.  Not only that, but Camp Three Point, being the oldest camp at the reservation, was the first to go in the parade.  That left Troop 229 leading the way.  We were the first in.  It was a proud moment for me as I was scoutmaster and my son was SPL and we were both called out to be recognized by the camp.  
Another strange thing that could only be done at Yawgoog was the night we slept out at Hemlock Rocks. At about 3 AM I woke up and looked out across the lake and there on the horizon was the winter constellation Orion.  I had never seen it in the summer and this has to be a rare find.  Orion was rising in the east and by February would be directly overhead. What a sight.

In my Milek’s Minute of last year I made some pointers for choosing the merit badges to work on and get at camp.  My only reminder for you this year is to go to camp prepared.  Read the merit badge requirements and if there is anything you can do at home to prepare, Do It.  Compositions, library and web site researches are most easily done at home.  You can bring it with you and save yourself precious time. Do not overdo merit badges. Camp is also to have fun.  Get the most out of your experience.

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek     

