Milek’s Minute July 12, 2007

As a person who enjoys the outside I have been a long time subscriber of Outside Magazine. It seems to play on my fantasies for outdoor activities.

This month they had an article criticizing the Boy Scouts of America for being lax in letting the scout get lost down here in North Carolina.

The article got me annoyed but that is not the reason for my letter tonight.

Outside Magazine can get pictures from all over the world.  Color pictures taken recently on Mt Everest, in the desert and on remote islands.

I do not know what the circumstances were but it appears the only picture they could get of a Boy Scout was in black and white and fifty years old. I am sending the leaders copies of the picture because I thought you might find it interesting.  It is the same uniform I wore as a tenderfoot scout in 1957. The hat they called the field cap was a replica of the US Army hats that you see in World War II pictures. I always had a problem putting that hat on straight.

Interesting:  The neckerchief slide is still the official slide but it is optional.

Now the pants:  Don’t you just love those pants.  I did.  It had deep pockets.  The pocket was long enough to get a 2D flashlight in.  You could go to the campfire and know you weren’t going to lose your flashlight as you sat on the short amphitheater seat.  The pockets had a red line on the side and you could button them up or down.  They also lasted a long time.  Some of us wore them till they could no longer cover our ankles.

Fashions change all the time and there is nothing wrong with the current Boy Scout uniform.  They still make deep pockets and the uniforms over the years have been pretty rugged. Our parents complained about the price but they could not have gotten better deal.

Now if outside magazine wanted a picture of a scout all they had to do is send one of their photographers downtown.  They did not have to dig up the archives.

Celebrate Life

Yours in Scouting,

Al Milek

