Milek’s Minute February 14, 2008  Global Positioning System

Hello Hello

Well if you do not do anything else for Valentines Day be sure to give your Mom a Hug.

Global positioning systems are normally called GPS. For some reason that is easier to say.

Some people feel that we no longer need maps and compasses.  As long as we have our GPS we cannot get lost and we can always find our way back.  On every unit even the portable ones the hikers use they tell you it does not replace the map and compass and you should bring them with you and familiarize yourself with where you’re going.

Well we went on a hike.  My buddy was set on proving how well the GPS did the job for us.  Every step of they way he predicted exactly what was to come next. We have an overlook coming up he says.  Great lets take a break and take in the view.  So while we are sitting down enjoying our trail mix and Gatorade I asked him “What is coming up next?”

He pulls out his GPS and tells me.  “We are almost to Low Battery.”  I said “I never saw that on the map. Where is it? He goes to show me the map on the GPS and the screen goes blank.

Well my scouting background came in handy on this one and I took out some spare batteries.

He put them in backwards.  I asked him, “Where are we now.”

He said, “Madagascar.”

Celebrate Life

Yours in Scouting,

Al Milek

