Milek’s Minute  December 4, 2008  Celebrate Light
At first I thought it was rather odd that a group of geocachers would meet on a Thursday night in a convenient location.  The reason for the get together was to celebrate the longest night and the coming of more daylight for geocaching.

The reason does sound a little strange but it is not the first time any kind of get together happened for this reason.  Ancients followed the sun and relied on it.  They celebrated the coming back of the sun and more daylight. It was a pagan celebration in many areas and backgrounds. Without an exact date of Jesus’ birth Christians started celebrating Christmas when pagans were celebrating their feast of sunlight.   It allowed them to celebrate without standing out. It was a time of celebration for all people.  He Israelites celebrated their feast of lights (Chanukah) at pretty much the same time. 
Somehow all of us have used light as a symbol of this time of year.  Lights in our homes outside our homes in the streets and if we could we would light up the sky.  Even our Christmas story comes with the sign of a great light.

If you are observant you will notice there seems to be more daylight. Our earliest sunset will be December 6. The sun will go down a little later each day. But the sunrise will be later each day.  It will be darker as you go to the bus stop in the morning until January 6 when the sunrise will start to be earlier.  January 6 is the Christian Day of Epiphany. I am not sure if that has anything to do with the latest sunrise. 

Your job for the season and the year is to be that beacon of light that brings joy and celebration to all you meet.  It may mean more than doing “a good turn daily.”

If we all celebrate that light we can light up the world and light up the sky.  
Bring on the light

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

