Milek’s Minute  December 6, 2007  Pearl Harbor Day

Hello Hello

So my calendar says December 7, is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.  So it is not a holiday in which we all get a day off but it is a day we should remember as it was the beginning of World War II for the United States.  Pearl Harbor was a surprise attack on our naval base in Hawaii by the Japanese. Whether we wanted to be in the war or not, we were now part of it.  We promised to ourselves that we would never let a surprise attack like that happen again. Tomorrow we remember the sailors and the civilians who perished on that fateful Sunday.

Fifty years later on December 7, 1991 Troop 229 made a field trip to the Statue of Liberty.  In remembrance of Pearl Harbor we watched a fly over of the Statue of Liberty by World War II aircraft. It was impressive. After our visit to the Statue of Liberty we walked several blocks to the World Trade Center. The trip was planned so that we would arrive at the observation floor just before sunset and take in the views of New York in both daylight and the nighttime sky. 

The views were fantastic.  We could see and identify every Bridge connecting Manhattan.  Somehow I remember the view of Broadway lit up and crossing every avenue in Manhattan. What a sight! Etched in each window there was a little note as to what part of New York City you were looking at.  Who knew that in T –9 years the very spot we were standing would become the site of a surprise attack and it would become nothing but dust and rubble.  To this day it gives me goose bumps to think that the observation floor was dotted with green and yellow neckerchiefs taking pictures from all angles.

Tomorrow for me is more than just a remembrance of Pearl Harbor but a remembrance of all the surprise attacks and not only the people who perished but of those whose lives were seriously effected.

God Bless America

America take a tip from Lord Bayden Powel  “Be Prepared”

Celebrate Life

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

