Milek’s Minute April 30, 2009 Horse Stuff
Hello Hello

So I see the troop will be doing some horseback riding this weekend.  Sounds like a lot of fun.

When I was a tenderfoot scout my first year at scout camp the troop had scheduled a horseback ride.  It was my first time.  I think they told us not to ride too close but I was a little afraid on the horse and I kind of let him go.  We were still in the corral when the horse I was supposed to be riding drifted into the one in front.  My horse got kicked and reared back.  I was not ready for that but I guess I saw enough cowboy movies to react by pulling the reins back and I was complimented for how well I handled the horse.  I learned that lesson really fast I never let my horse get even close to the one in front.
A few years later I was patrol leader and two of my scouts decided they were going top go for the horsemanship merit badge.  Well they went down to the stables and hung around a lot and were doing more than what was required for the merit badge.  It tuned out they were staying there to get away from their chores and their patrol duties.  Well they got their horsemanship merit badge but they also got stuck with extra chores for the rest of the week.  They did not think they were horsing around, they were working on their merit badge.  Ever since, the people who were at camp that week called the award “Horsemanstuff“ merit badge. Or something like that.  Incidentally both scouts made eagle.
Ever since, on most of my vacations I tried to schedule a horseback ride. One year my family became the only one at the stable to ride.  We took a three hour ride through fields and mountains in Wyoming it was beautiful.

On another occasion we took a horse back ride booked as a ride around the wilderness. Yes sir; we rode all around the wilderness lodge golf course. Not exactly what I thought would be our wilderness ride. 

So much for my horse stuff.  Enjoy your weekend.  It may be the only chance you will get to get that “Horsemanstuff” merit badge. Or whatever it is called. 

Have fun

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

