Milek’s Minute April 2, 2009 Camporee – Chefs and Cyclists
Hello Hello

Well it looks like the winter is gone and spring has sprung.  Yes this weekend is the spring camporee.  One of the things I liked best about the spring camporee is when you won the scout spirit award you got to keep it for a whole six months till the fall. As in the past I would like this to be the 229 goal for this weekend.  This is done through troop participation and cooperation from everybody.  The bicycle theme should be our greatest asset.  This troop has been bicycling since 10 speeds were invented. The eighteens and twenty ones are just better tools. Go all out on them and get the most for your effort. 

This weekend in another part of the world Loon Mt in New Hampshire celebrates spring with their pond skimming competition.  This is where you ski down the hill and try to glide across a 20 foot pool of water.  One little edge and you are all wet. I tied it once; I only got half way across.  Figured I try again another time but haven’t yet.
So here’s a hint.  If you are bicycling down cardiac hill, stay out of the water.  Bikes are less likely to glide on water than snow skis. I know it’s too late to offer any cooking hints but I will share some cooking experiences. 

Once I decided to make a cake on an open fire.  The idea was to put a large pot over a small frying pan to make an oven.  It almost worked.  When I read the directions on the cake box it said preheat oven to 350 degrees. That sounded pretty hot to me so I told the boys to get plenty of wood on the fire.  So for the first layer we melted the bottom of the frying pan and all we were left with was a handle and the side.  The cake was pretty much burnt. On another occasion we wrapped a roast beef in aluminum foil and put it on the fire. At 8 o’clock we decided to eat it raw.  At 10 o’clock at night it was finally done right.  Nobody wanted to eat.  The timing of meals is an art.  That exact serving time posted by the judges really does separate the cooks from the chefs.

As always have fun on the camporee and learn lessons from it.  Show scout spirit and listen to your leaders.  That will be key to having fun and living scout spirit.

Yours in scouting,

Al Milek

Celebrate Life  
