Milek’s Minute  January 10, 2008  Winter Camporee

Hello Hello

My best wishes go to you for the Winter Camporee.  It is always a great experience.  It forces you to “Be Prepared” for whatever winter has in store for you this weekend. Looks like it is not going to be too cold. But do not take things for granted make sure you have a hat and a warm jacket for the evening.

From last looked the competition was going to center around orienteering. If they use the old orienteering course at Baiting Hallow most of the older scouts should already know where they are and it would give an advantage to troops that have used it.  

I am assuming it has to be a new course in places where a sled can go.  One of the useful tools of orienteering is to take a back reading.  Leave one patrol member at the beginning of a point and when the rest of you get there you can take a back reading of the scout you left behind and double check your degree reading.  There are two ways of doing this.  One is to add or subtract 180degress from the reading you took the other is when you don’t have 180 fingers to subtract with you can set the North needle on South and take the same reading looking back. It’s a great double check because if you were wrong in the first reading all the others will be wrong. You could be way off your mark. Pulling a sled will be extra work.  

Looks like they threw in some first aid and other tools too.  Make sure you have everything with you that they said you need. I looking forward to hearing about some great results from this camporee.  

Have fun.

Stay warm

Enjoy

Celebrate Life

Yours in Scouting,

Al Milek

